COLLEGE PARTNER BENEFITS (1 ustrive oro ()

better tomorrow

UStrive.org & I'm First!

e UStrive supports colleges with a
commitment to access and first-
generation student success by
elevating their support services
and college profiles within the o X T o—_

UStrive population and in the I'm e Students from all 50 states and
First! Guide to College workbook 182 countries

The students our college partners
reach in UStrive:

* 63% identify as first-generation
* 82% identify as low-income (<$50k

* In 2025-2026, our college partners
were positioned in front of over
28,000 UStrive students actively
building and refining college lists,
completing applications, finding
scholarships, and more

* Top 5 states with the most
mentees: NY, CA, TX, FL, IL

About UStrive.org
Nonprofit UStrive.org provides virtual mentoring to applicants with

financial need. students opted in on Common App to connect
with a mentor in 2025-2026.

UStrive.org also runs the I'm First! campaign to support and celebrate
first-generation students.

Ll» ustrive.org r imfirst.org



Impact During College Search U ustrive.org

mentoring for a
better tomorrow

o...

e UStrive continues to engage and support Common App applicants with financial
need as they explore and finalize their college lists, complete applications, apply for
scholarships and financial aid, and compare admission offers.

e UStrive college partners are elevated in the new UStrive mentoring system and
mobile app. On average, students engage 81% more with featured colleges.

e College partner profiles are highlighted in student email blasts, student and mentor
newsletters, and counselor communications.

UStrive Mentoring's Influence:
56% added new colleges to their list

59% learned something new about a college already on
their list

53% discovered colleges they hadn’t heard of before

94% reported their UStrive mentor helped them feel
more confident about going to college

(May 2025 End-of-Year Mentee Survey)
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States with the most mentees: (1) New York, Worldwide impact: Reached students in

(2) California, (3) Texas, (4) Florida, (5) lllinois 182 countries in 2025-2026



Embedded in the I'm First! Community

I'm First! supports and celebrates students who are first in their family to go to college.

¢ 10,000 copies of the I'm First! Guide to College workbook were distributed to:
90+ college access organizations

63 TRIO programs (often Educational Talent Search and Upward Bound)
Counselors at 540+ high schools

900+ unique locations across all 50 states, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico
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e We raise our college partners’ visibility by elevating their programs and resources within a
population where most identify as first-gen and/or support first-gen students.

¢ College partner profiles are promoted throughout the I'm First! community. In 2025, they
were emailed to over 400,000 students and mentors.

Some of the organizations benefiting from the I’'m First! Guide to College:

. I Upward Bound Programs

West La College Upward Bound

"f‘fi."": -Sumner County Schools

‘‘‘‘‘

% Uc Daws Vaughn College University Of Washington
“" g Unlver5|ty Of Vqumla I K n OW I C a n
............... 2 Josephinum Academy Ol The Sacred Heart

.-Notre Dame High School

SOUth Carrou HIgh SChOOl |'W[,|nt:nswsm.00|s ormt versity

James L mtheII High School g «Rutherford County Schoollshu el SelkeL 3<h9¢! pinellas Technical College rt Petersburg Cowley Colleg th Trl O
C I I Red Sox Foundahon ! Uw Stemsub C I I Uvm Upward Boundt
Eastern Wa University V't Tr|0; Cleveland Metro School District Trimity hool Massachusetts Department Of Elementary And Secon E du L_.]t n

First In Family Jacks Hole ordh hn..'m'-r!.f

Arkansas Commitments thé'i"*é'EV”NetWOrk |

Carver Co IILGﬂ w"f I‘1o:1icmn

More Than Bootstraps “"Roca New Mex|co

n lllinois Universi W COIlegeready ) Miami Dade College

Lubbock Independent School District "

Hamilton Coun University gfield Citysquash m nificat Hi

C0”egebounta I'-Ol..lndatlonG‘i‘_ar UF‘ Plttsburqh Public Schowc;I.s

Truman State University Upward Bound

LNESC oo Walter Payton College Prep

Judson Early Colleqe Academy P
San Antonio Education Partnership cooperm

ry ul ersity Of Texas At Arlington
ror-.dh.,'\ schooll Know | Can Pl os Exeter Acagemny
s Te ch Hig h chj |

- Pt The Etowah Fcundamon
Washington Dc Publlc Schools ( :
Boerne High School 0 I I H 0 rI Z O n S
W|II|amson County Schoolss; e

ound Univ Trlo Eoc University Of North Dakota University Of Alaska Anchorage


https://imfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/18th-Im-First-Guide-Overview.pdf

Strategic Opportunities for '26-'27 ' L|°ij ustrive.org

mentoring for a
better tomorrow

To deepen engagement, college partners may also:

1.Engage Alumni, Student Ambassadors, or Staff as UStrive Mentors

o Help meet the growing need of applicants seeking to connect with a virtual mentor
for personalized support and guidance.

o Create meaningful, authentic connections between members of your community
and prospective students.

o Provide alumni, students, and staff with a structured and impactful way to give back.

2.Co-Promote the I'm First! Guide to College
o Share the I'm First! Guide to College workbook with your access initiatives, pre-college
programs, and community-based partnerships.

3.Sponsor Direct Distribution
o Partner with UStrive to sponsor copies of the I'm First! Guide to College for
distribution to local students, counselors, programs, schools, or CBOs.
= Further increase your visibility to counselors and students.

= Strengthen your presence in priority markets and/or help develop relationships
with target organizations.

We are growing our reach:
e New partnerships help grow our mentor network to meet the growing demand of
Common App applicants opting in to connect with a virtual mentor.
e Foundations help us distribute thousands of copies of the I'm First! Guide to College.

Questions? Contact Daniel Schnall: daniel@ustrive.org
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